
1 | P a g e  

 

keynote address to Sedibeng IDP Business 
Breakfast 

By 

Executive Mayor: 

Busisiwe Modisakeng 

Date: 13 April 2016 

 

Program Director 

Let me take this opportunity to give a warm 

welcome to our,  

Executive Mayors from our Local Municipalities 

Honourable:  

Cllr Simon Mahole Mofokeng  

Cllr Bongani Baloyi  

Cllr Lerato Maloka  

The Speaker of Sedibeng District Municipality: 

Cllr. Greta Hlongwane 

Speakers from our local municipalities 

The district whippery, led by Cllr Assistance 

Mshudulu 

Members of Mayoral Committees present 
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Municipal Managers and their teams 

 

Business leaders 

Distinguished guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Good morning 

Molweni 

Dumelang  

Goeie more 

 

Programme Director, allow me to first take this 

opportunity to welcome everyone to this 

important business briefing. I also wish to 

express my sincere gratitude to business for 

taking time out from their busy schedules to be 

with us this morning. 

 

Distinguished guests, major developments 

have taken place in Sedibeng District 
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Municipality since the beginning of 2012. Chief 

among these is the massive investment in line 

with our spatial development framework 

namely:  

• Establishment of Vaal River City 

• Sedibeng Regional Sanitation Scheme 

• Fibre optic Connectivity and rollout 

• Cultural precinct development 

• Vereeniging Fresh Produce Market 

• Taxido Intermodal Facility 

 

Our future economic and industrial 

development strategies are based on the 

following: 

• Electronic and Techno-park 

• Transport and logistic hub 

• Building equipment and supply hub 

• Iron and steel beneficiation cluster 

• Green economy and agro-polis cluster 
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• Tourism City 

 

I raise all these issues, programme director, in 

an attempt to highlight the many opportunities 

that government is opening up in its 

endeavour to promote a better life for all, one 

that is free from the triple scourge of 

unemployment, poverty and inequality.  

 

We need to ask ourselves as business, if we 

are ready to leverage on these developments 

and help grow the local economy and strike a 

fatal blow on poverty and joblessness.   

 

For long, we have underperformed as a district 

not because we lack the drive and motivation 

to succeed but because there has been a lack 

of synergy and coordination between what the 

local government is doing on the one hand 

and what business is doing on the other. 
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Programme Director, this has to change if we 

are to realize our potential and propel this 

district municipality on a positive growth path.  

 

As the Municipality we therefore extend a 

hand and invite business to work with us as 

we turn things around.  

 

Distinguished guests, to show our commitment 

and sincerity we have taken a decision to 

resuscitate the Sedibeng Investment Council 

and we intend working closely with the 

business sector in making sure that it plays a 

meaningful role in charting the economic 

growth of the district. Key amongst its 

functions will be to promote skills 

development, drive infrastructure development 

in the region, develop strategies to promote 
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employment, assist the Municipality in 

accessing funding available from the national 

fiscus and other external sources and also 

assist with advocacy work to promote 

Sedibeng District Municipality as a suitable 

investment destination. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, as Sedibeng we realize 

that business can play a meaningful role in the 

Municipality’s planning process only if it is 

given information and access to the institution. 

To this end we will be hosting IDP Cluster 

Engagement on the 20th April 2016 which will 

serve as follow up session wherein business 

and other stakeholders will interact with 

municipal directorates directly. In these 

sessions the respective Executive Directors 

will have a chance to interact with business on 

the projects they intend pursuing, detail 

budgets involved as well as shed light on 
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where we intend rolling- out such projects so 

that business can comment and provide the 

necessary capacity where possible. 

 

I know that there have been complaints by 

black business in the past that they felt 

marginalized by the Municipality. We are 

saying this will no longer be the case as we 

are committed to addressing the imbalances of 

the past. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the clean audit report 

the Municipality has received for the third 

successive years speaks volumes about the 

great strides being made in improving 

governance and legislative compliance and 

financial management and discipline. 

 

A cause for concern, however, is that two of 

our constituent municipalities still manage to 
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receive only the unqualified audit with  matters 

of emphasis and repeat findings raised by the 

Auditor-General and to this end we are putting 

systems in place to correct these. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, our service delivery 

performance is closely tied to sound financial 

management and discipline within the 

institution.  Through the implementation of our 

performance management system and Service 

Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan 

(SDBIP), we have managed to place the 

institution on a sound financial footing and are 

now on the road to the fourth clean audit. 

 

Madam Speaker, as alluded to before, the 

Municipality is acutely aware of the need to 

grow the local economy and create jobs in 

order to deal with the triple related challenges 

of unemployment, poverty and inequality. 
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Going forward, more emphasis will be placed 

on sustainable economic growth and 

development initiatives.  In this regard 

expertise will be sourced from private and 

public institutions on issues of economic 

development, facilitating investments and new 

export contracts, and greater synergy and 

integration will be promoted between job 

creation initiatives and skills development.  

 

In line with National Government’s priorities, 

the Municipality is committed to promoting and 

facilitating the creation of decent jobs by 

encouraging significant investments in the 

local economy, SMME development and 

support and widening the reach and impact of 

the Expanded Public Works Programme, with 

specific focus on the youth, women, people 

with disabilities and other marginalized 

sectors.  
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Distinguished guests, corruption continues to 

be a cancer that is eating away at society’s 

moral fibre, however, let me assure you that 

we will follow a zero tolerance approach to any 

instances of corruption, regardless of the 

identity or position of the person involved.  Our 

internal audit and law enforcement agencies 

will be utilized to the full to root out any form of 

corruption.  We will soon embark on anti-fraud 

and anti-corruption awareness campaigns in 

the institution to promote high ethical 

standards and safeguard the public purse.  

This drive will also include tightening weak 

institutional and governance systems. 

 

With these words I ask that we work together 

hand in hand to place Sedibeng District 

Municipality on a positive growth trajectory. 
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